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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  LANCHESTER 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COITNCFL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Allport  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  Lanchester  Rural  District  for  the 
year  1949. 

This  is  the  25th  annual  report  I  have  made  to  the  Council. 
The  National  Health  Service  Act  appears  to  be  working  smoothly 
in  this  District  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  the 
North  West  Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee  seems  to 
function  quite  well  in  this  area. 

The  year  1949  on  the  whole  has  been  a  satisfactory  one,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  statistics  and  other  information  in  the  text. 

I  again  acknowledge  my  gratitude  to  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department,  to  the  Officers  in  all  departments  and  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  G.  WALKER,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29778323 
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LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 

1949. 


Summary  of  General  and  Vital  Statistics. 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44,243 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,413 

Population  (Mid-year  1949)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,340 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  ...  4,339 

Reduced  Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £7 1 ,693 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £268-12-0 

Births  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  296 

Birthrate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19.2 

Deaths  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  171 

Deathrate  (Crude)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.1 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27.0 

Tuberculosis  Deathrate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.39 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Deathrate  ...  ...  ...  0.32 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Deathrate  ...  ...  ...  0.06 

Zymotic  Deathrate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


Special  Causes  of  Sickness. 

There  were  no  special  causes  of  sickness  during  the  year. 


Lanchester  Rural  District. 

The  district  as  at  present  constituted  came  into  being  on  April 
1st,  1937  and  now  consists  of  nine  parishes — Cornsay,  Esh,  Green- 
croft,  Healeyfield,  Hedleyhope,  Lanchester,  Langley,  Muggleswick, 
and  Satley. 
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The  district  has  an  area  of  44,243  acres,  and  is  largely  agri¬ 
cultural,  mostly  dairy  farming.  Small  urbanised  areas  such  as 
Burnhope,  Langley  Park  and  Cornsay  Colliery  have  developed 
around  collieries  and  Lanchester  Village  itself,  one  of  the  prettiest 
in  the  County,  and  dating  back  to  he  Roman  occupation  is  the 
intersecting  point  of  road  traffic  North-South  and  East-West. 
The  Local  Authority  headquarters  are  there  as  are  the  offices  of 
various  Government  Departments. 


Social  Conditions  and  Industries. 

The  chief  industries  are  coal  mining,  brick  and  tile  making, 
quarrying  and  a  large  amount  of  dairy  farming  ;  and  of  recent 
years  a  firm  manufacturing  toilet  articles  and  another  one  making 
clothing  have  been  established  in  the  district. 


Special  Causes  of  Sickness,  Effects  of  Occupation,  Etc. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  detrimental  effect  on  the  health 
of  the  population  by  reason  of  these  industries.  Measles  was  very 
prevalent  during  the  year  under  review.  There  is  no  statistical 
evidence  to  show  that  food  rationing  has  adversely  affected  the 
health  of  the  population.  Children  and  infants  certainly  look,  and 
in  fact  are  in  better  health  than  at  any  time  I  have  observed,  and 
the  supply  of  orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil  and  milk  foods  at  the  Welfare 
Centres,  through  the  Ministry  of  Food,  can  certainly  claim  a  large 
share  of  credit  for  this  improvement. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Live 

Births 


Total.  M. 

Legitimate  285  138 
Illegitimate  1 1  4 


F. 

147  Birthrate  per  1,000  of 
7  the  estimated  resident 
—  population — 19.2. 


Totals  296  142  154 
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Total. 

M. 

F. 

Still 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Births 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

(live  and  still)  births — 

16.6. 

Totals 

\ 

5 

1 

4 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

171 

97 

74 

Deathrate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  pop¬ 
ulation — 1 1.1. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


Deathrate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ... 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  two  years) 


27.0 

28.1 

Nil. 

25.0 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Population  estimated  by  Registrar  General  ...  ...  15,340 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid¬ 
year  1949  is  15,340.  This  is  an  increase  of  30  on  last  year’s  figure. 
The  population  at  the  1931  Census  was  16,413  the  figures  for  the 
last  10  years  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 

Year  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  I'^T  1948  1949^ 

Popula- - - — - - - - 

tion  -  15,080  14,690  14,170  13,850  13,8.50  14,000  14,490  14,580  15,310  15,340 
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Births,  Birthrate,  Etc. 

The  birthrate  was  higher  than  in  1948.  It  was  19.2  per 
thousand  of  the  population  compared  with  16.7  for  England  and 
Wales  and  18.0  for  148  smaller  towns  having  a  population  of  25,000 
to  50,000.  The  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  was  18.8.  The 
figures  for  the  last  10  years  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Births 

226 

251 

236 

262 

285 

262 

259 

294 

284 

296 

Rate 

14.9 

17.0 

16.6 

18.9 

20.5 

18.7 

17.8 

20.0 

18.5 

19.2 

Sex  Distribution  of  Births. 

There  were  142  males  and  154  females,  the  ratio  being  1,000 
males  to  1084  females. 

Deaths,  Deathrate,  Etc. 

There  were  171  deaths  in  1949  being  16  more  than  the  155  of 
last  year.  The  rate  was  11.1  per  1,000  population.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  11.7  whilst  that  for  148  smaller  towns  was 
11.6.  The  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  was  11.6. 


The  number  of  deaths  and  the  rates  for  the  last  ten  years  is 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Deaths 

Death- 

176 

176 

176 

174 

153 

159 

158 

172 

155 

171 

rate 

11.6 

11.9 

12.4 

12.5 

11.0 

11.3 

10.9 

11.7 

10.1 

11.1 

Causes  of  Death. 

The  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  which 
has  been  extended  to  cover  the  last  10  years.  As  far  as  1944  is 
concerned  it  will  be  noted  that  2.9  per  cent  of  the  deaths  were  due 
to  birth  injuries,  whilst  violent  causes  accounted  for  another  1.7 
per  cent.  Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  3.5  per  cent  and  cancer 
for  14.6  per  cent.  The  chest  diseases — bronchitis  and  pneumonia 
3.5  per  cent  and  inter  cranial  vascular  lesions  caused  12.2  per  cent. 
We  get  higher  figures  in  respect  of  heart  disease  which  gave  a  figure 
of  27.4  per  cent,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  often  given 
as  a  terminal  cause  of  death  in  very  elderly  people. 
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Zymotic  Deathrate. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases, 
compared  with  3  more  than  last  ^/^ear.  This  gives  a  nil  zymotic 
deathrate.  The  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  was  0.11. 
The  rates  for  the  last  If)  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year 

1940 

1941  1942 

1943 

1944 

1945  1946 

1947 

1948  1949 

Deaths 

1 

1  — 

2 

3 

3  — 

1 

3  — 

Rate 

0.06 

0.06  — 

0.14 

0.21 

0.21  — 

0.06 

0.13  — 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Fortunately  there  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during 
1949.  This  gives  a  nil  maternal  mortality  rate  which  is  very 
satisfactory.  The  rate  for  the  administrative  County  which  is  the 
lowest  on  record  was  1.20.  The  rates  in  Lanchester  Rural  District 
for  the  last  ten  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table.  These 
rates  are  per  1,000  total  births  (i.e.,  live  and  still)  ; — - 


Year 

1940  1941  1942 

1943  1944 

1945 

1946  1947  1948  1949 

Deaths 

1 

1 

1 

1  -  -  - 

Rate 

3.9 

4.0 

3.7 

3.7  -  -  - 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

This  was  the  lowest  recorded. 

There  were  8  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age,  compared 
with/3  last  year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  27.0  which 
is  low  compared  with  32  for  England  and  Wales  and  30  for  148 
smaller  towns.  The  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  was  44. 
The  table  which  follows  gives  the  number  of  deaths  and  infant 
mortality  rate  for  the  last  10  years  : — 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Deaths 

13 

17 

14 

16 

18 

16 

11 

9 

13 

8 

Rate 

57 

66 

59 

61 

63 

61 

42 

30 

45 

27 

1 1 


The  causes  of  death  in  these  children  are  shown  in  the  following 
table. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Prematurity 

Congenital  Debility  and  Prematurity 

Asphyxia  and  Prematurity 

Heart  Failure  and  Convulsions 

Asphyxia  due  to  convulsions 

Convulsions  and  Cerebral  Haemorr¬ 
hage 

Prematurity 

^  ^  •••  •••  ••• 


Age. 

1  day. 

1  week. 

1  hour. 

3  days. 

6  months. 


11  days. 

1  day. 

7  hours. 


Total  : — 8  deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 


Still  Births. 

There  were  5  still  births  during  1949  compared  with  11  last 
year.  All  these  were  legitimate  births.  This  gives  a  rate  of  0.32 
per  1,000  population  which  is  lower  than  that  of  0.40  for  148  smaller 
towns.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.39  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  following  table  gives  the  rates  for  the  last  10 
years  and  is  shown  per  1,000  population  and  per  1,000  births 


Year  1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Still  Births  9 

5 

11 

4 

11 

4 

10 

5 

11 

5 

Per  1,000 

Population  0.59 

0.34 

0.77 

0.29 

0.79 

0.28 

0.69 

0.34 

0.71 

0.32 

Per  1,000 

births  38.3 

19.5 

48.3 

15.0 

43.6 

18.7 

37.1 

20.0 

37.2 

16.9 
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Cancer  Mortality. 

There  were  25  deaths  from  cancer  during  1949,  13  males  and 
12  females.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  and  the  sex 
is  given  in  the  following  table  which  covers  the  last  10  years. 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Males 

7 

11 

13 

12 

11 

8 

16 

14 

12 

13 

Females 

7 

7 

12 

9 

13 

13 

10 

11 

16 

12 

Total 

14 

18 

25 

21 

24 

21 

26 

25 

28 

25 

Cancer  Deaths  during  1949. 

SITE  OF  DISEASE  ACCORDING  TO  SEX. 


Male. 

Female. 

Colon 

...  5 

Colon 

1 

Stomach  ... 

...  2 

Breast 

...  3 

Bronchus  ... 

1 

Ovary 

1 

Prostate  ... 

1 

Uterus 

...  4 

Oesophagus 

1 

Gall  Bladder 

1 

Larynx  and  Tongue 

1 

Pancreas 

1 

Trachea 

1 

Liver  and  Stomach 

1 

Other  Sites 

1 

Total 

...  13 

Total 

...  12 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

John  G.  Walker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Offices  and  duties  : — Whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Joint  Areas  of  the  Consett  Urban  and  Lanchester 
Rural  District  Councils,  in  accordance  with  the  Memorandum 
on  the  duties  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary 
Officers  Order  1935. 
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(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

Ct.  Rowe,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  and  Meat  Inspectors  Certibcate 
(Senior  Inspector). 

F.  E.  Terry,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  and  Meat  Inspectors  Certificate. 
50%  of  the  above  Officers’  Salaries  are  payable  from  County 
Funds. 

(c)  Clerk  : — K.  Robert, shaw. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

A  scheme  is  in  operation  where  specimens  of  pathological 
material  can  be  examined  for  public  health  officers  or  medical 
practitioners  at  the  Central  Laboratory,  Government  Buildings, 
Ponteland  Road,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  5  ;  Telephone  No.  Kenton 
69319.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  available  to  assist  on 
such  matters  with  advice  as  to  methods  of  collection,  dispatch,  etc. 
Water  samples  are  sent  to  the  above  laboratories  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  to  the  County  Public  Analyst  in  other  cases. 


SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA  PROVIDED  BY  DURHAM  COUNTY 

COUNCIL. 

Assistance  with  enquiries  regarding  these  services  will  be 
furnished  at  the  Public  Health  Department,  Council  Offices,  Lan- 
chester  on  request. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 


Langley  Park  — 

Lan  Chester  — 

Burnhope  — 

Cornsay  Colliery 
& 

Esh  Winning, 


Alternate  Thursdays  ;  Morning — Child 

Welfare  ;  Afternoon — Ante-Natal. 

Alternate  Mondays  ;  Morning — Ante -Natal 
Afternoon — Child  Welfare. 

Alternate  Tuesdays  ;  Morning — Ante- 

Natal  ;  Afternoon — Child  Welfare. 

At  Esh  Winning  Clinic,  Wednesdays 
alternate  weeks — Ante-Natal  and  Child 
W  el  fare. 
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Convalescent  Home. 

E.  E.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home,  Shotley  Bridge ; 
Telephone,  Shotley  Bridge  27  ;  admits  nursing  mothers  with  their 
babies  and  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

County  Midwifery  Services. 

A  domiciliary  midwifery  service  is  provided.  The  names  and 
addresses  of  the  mid  wives  available  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  Health  Visitors  or  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

Home  Helps. 

The  services  of  home  helps  are  provided  in  necessitous  cases 
during  the  laying-in  period  of  the  mother.  Particulars  can  be 
obtained  from  Health  Visitors,  Welfare  Centres  or  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

Tuberculosis  Care  and  After  Care  Committee. 

The  Committee  is  composed  of  voluntary  workers,  the  work 
is  varied  and  includes  the  provision  in  necessitous  cases  of  beds, 
bedding,  clothing  and  extra  nourishment.  Patients  are  assisted 
as  far  as  possible  to  obtain  better  housing  accommodation,  in  some 
cases  by  means  of  grant  for  rent  assistance.  The  Secretary, 
Tuberculosis  Care  and  After  Care  Committee — Mr.  J.  Curry,  Health 
Department,  Shire  Hall,  Durham,  will  deal  with  enquiries. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

The  County  Scheme  includes  education  of  blind  children, 
training  of  approved  workers,  treatment  for  prevention  of  blindness, 
etc.  Information  regarding  the  services  can  be  obtained  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer  or  from  Miss  K.  A.  J.  Robson,  8,  St.  Andrews 
Gardens,  Blackhill. 

Care  of  the  Mentally  Defective. 

Parents  or  relatives  in  charge  of  children  or  young  adults  who 
are  mentally  retarded  or  undeveloped  are  invited  to  communicate 
with  the  County  Welfare  Officer  or  tlie  district  Health  Visitors. 
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School  Medical  Services. 

The  scheme  provides  for  the  systematic  inspection  of  school 
children  and  for  medical  treatment  of  defects  discovered.  Sessions 
are  held  at  the  School  Clinic,  Consett,  and  at  Durham  City. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Applications  for  this  service,  which  is  free,  should  be  made 
either  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Shire  Hall,  Durham,  or  to  the 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Council  Offices,  Lanchester,  when 
arrangements  will  be  made  to  perform  this  service. 

Hospitals  Serving  the  District. 

These  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Durham  Hospital 
Management  Committee.  Enquiries  should  be  made  of  your  own 
Doctor.  The  Hospitals  in  this  group  are — Durham  County, 
Earls  House  Sanatorium,  Croxdale  Maternity  Home,  Chester-le- 
Street  Isolation,  Dryburn,  Crossgate,  Chester-le-Street  Relton, 
Brandon  Isolation.  Hospitals  under  Care  and  Maintenance  are 
Langley  Park  Isolation,  Gilesgate,  Shincliffe  Smallpox,  Houghall 
Isolation,  Blackfell  Smallpox. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

Since  July  5th,  1948,  the  local  liealth  authority  has  provided  a 
24  hour  ambulance  service  from  the  local  headquarters  : — 

(1)  Dryburn  Hospital,  Telephone  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Durham  587. 

5  p.m.  to  9  a.m.  Durham  720. 

(2)  Eor  Healey  field  and  Muggleswick  Parishes  the  local  head¬ 

quarters  are  Villa  Real  Hospital,  Consett,  Telephone  day  and 
night,  Consett  411. 

These  services  after  initial  troubles  have  now  got  down  to 
smooth  working  and  appear  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district 
adec^uately. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  mains  supply  to  the  area  by  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board  has  proved  adequate  throughout  the  year,  and  there  was  no 
complaint  of  inconvenience  being  experienced  by  householders. 

At  Greenland  Farm,  Quebec,  the  spring  supply  was  abandoned 
and  a  supply  taken  from  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  main. 

At  Chiney  Hall  Farm,  an  engine  unit  was  installed  to  pump  the 
bore  hole  supply  to  the  farm  premises. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  practice  of  maintaining  a  check 
on  private  spring  and  well  supplies,  14  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year.  Of  these,  5  were 
unsatisfactory  and  the  users  were  warned  of  the  care  needed  in 
using  these  supplies  since  no  other  alternative  supply  is  available. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  table  gives  brief  details  of  the  visits  made,  and 
variety  of  work  performed  during  the  year. 
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Drainage  and  Sewage. 

There  were  no  major  works  of  improvement  carried  out  by  the 
Council  during  the  year,  beyond  sewer  extensions  associated  with 
housing  development  sites. 

At  the  Parochial  Hall,  Castleside,  a  drainage  scheme  with 
disposal  by  means  of  a  tank  and  filter  was  completed  as  a  preliminary 
to  providing  W.C’s  for  the  hall  and  adjacent  Rose  Cottage. 

Park  House  Cottages,  Langley  Park,  were  connected  to  the 
main  drain  from  the  Colliery  Offices,  which  drain  is  connected  to 
the  Council  sewer.  This  alteration  also  permitted  the  privy- 
ashpits  of  the  cottages  to  be  converted  to  W.C’s. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  were  77  conversions  from  conservancy  to  the  water- 
carriage  system  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  principal  scheme  was  that  concerned  with  65  houses  at 
Esh  Colliery  where  the  old  ash- closets,  which  were  situated  on  the 
far  side  of  the  rear  streets,  were  replaced  by  new  cubicles  adjoining 
the  respective  houses,  both  as  a  matter  of  convenience  and  privacy. 
The  remaining  12  conversions  were  concerned  with  isolated  houses 
where,  having  solved  the  drainage  and  disposal  problems,  the 
conversions  became  a  possibility.  The  properties  concerned  were  : — 

Healey  field  Farm,  Castleside,  Park  House  Cottages,  Langley 

Park,  Esh  Laude,  Hedleyhill  Schoolhouse,  Parochial  Hall, 

Castleside,  Rose  Cottage,  Castleside,  Shield  Farm,  Muggleswick 

and  Dene  Bridge  House,  Rowley. 

New  houses  provided  an  additional  76  W.C’s  while  the  closure 
of  5  houses  in  Dormands  Cottages,  Lanchester,  as  unfit,  reduced 
the  total  of  W.C’s  by  5. 
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The  revised  figures  of  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  area  is 
therefore  ; — 


Water  Closets  ... 

.  3,665 

Ash  Closets 

.  592 

Pail  Closets 

.  15 

Privy  Ashpits  ... 

.  268 

Privies  ... 

.  73 

Chemical  Closets 

3 

Sub -standard  property  intended  for  closure  and  demolition 
represent  the  greatest  proportion  of  those  premises  having  con¬ 
servancy  system  of  sanitation  as  shown  in  the  tabulated  figures. 


Informal 

Notices. 

Formal 

Notices. 

Nuisances 

Abated. 

Foul  Conditions 

22 

— 

20 

Structural  Defects 

912 

2 

652 

Overcrowding 

26 

— 

7 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

7 

— 

4 

Cowsheds 

13 

— 

6 

Bakehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

104 

— 

88 

Deposits  of  Refuse  &  Manure  . . . 

27 

— 

27 

Water  Closets 

68 

— 

51 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

28 

— 

13 

Drainage  Faults 

148 

— 

92 

Water  Supply  ... 

48 

— 

25 

Pigsties  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

1 

— 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

6 

— 

6 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

47 

— 

42 

Food  Shops 

7 

— 

6 

Vermin  Infestations 

41 

— 

41 

Dust  Bins 

33 

— 

30 

1,538 

2 

1,111 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1949. 

1 .  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  409 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose. . .  821 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  [included  under 

subhead  (I)  above]  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  407 

( b )  N umber  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose ...  819 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub -head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  264 

2.  — Remed}^  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  ht 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  ; — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  — 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
ht  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 


B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 


C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  — 

Undertakings  to  close  houses  received  ...  ...  35 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  1 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ; — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ... 
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4. — Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  VI.  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  34 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  172 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  16 

Housing. 

Building  schemes  were  in  operation  during  the  year  at  Lan- 
chester,  Langley  Park,  Esh  Winning  and  Satley.  On  the  first  two 
sites  35  and  37  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  respectively, 
while  on  the  latter  sites  the  preliminary  works  of  roads  and  sewers 
was  commenced. 

Private  enterprise  provided  4  houses  during  the  year  as 
follows  : — 

Fen  Hall  Farm,  Lanchester^ — ^To  replace  unfit  house. 

Heale3^field  Lane,  Castleside — To  provide  accommodation  for 
2  agricultural  workers. 

Howden  Bank,  Lanchester — For  owner/occupation. 

The  heartening  feature  about  the  Esh  Winning  site  is  that  at 
long  last  a  move  is  being  made  to  replace  the  scheduled  properties 
in  Cornsay  and  Hedleyhope  areas  and  thus  replace  the  drab  and 
dreary  surrounding  that  the  property  concerned  represents. 

The  Satley  site  will  also  cater  for  certain  low  grade  properties 
whose  only  virtue  is  that  they  are  sparsely  sited,  as  they  retain  all 
the  unsavoury  features  of  worn-out  structures  and  paucity  of 
amenities. 
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We  still  have  a  considerable  problem  of  too  much  low  grade 
property  which  is  peither  conducive  to  health  or  happiness,  and  is 
not  worthy  of  the  time  and  material  spent  upon  it  because  so  much 
of  the  best  that  can  be  achieved  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  temporary 
expedient.  Hence  the  quicker  it  is  dealt  with  the  sooner  can  bad 
housing  conditions  in  this  area  at  least,  be  dismissed  as  a  contri¬ 
butory  factor  to  indifferent  physical  and  mental  unhappiness. 
This  problem  looms  largest  at  Cornsa^^  Colliery,  Burnhope,  Wasker- 
ley  and  Rowley,  with  smaller  problems  in  the  vicinities  of  Lanchester 
Langley  Park  and  Esh. 

Pursuant  to  a  policy  of  steady  elimination  of  this  problem  of 
unfit  houses  agreement  had  been  reached  with  certain  owners  by 
Formal  Undertaking,  to  close  35  houses  either  permanently  or 
pending  reconstruction  of  back-to-back  type  houses  into  self 
contained  properties. 

The  details  of  the  Undertakings  are  as  follows  : — 

4,  4J,  5,  5J,  6,  6|,  Quebec  Street,  Langley  Park — Back-to-back 
to  be  converted  into  self-contained  property. 

18  and  18|,  Quebec  Street,  Langley  Park — Back-to-back  to  be 
converted  into  self-contained  property. 

52  and  52J,  Quebec  Street,  Langley  Park — Back-to-back  to  be 
converted  into  self-contained  property. 

3  and  3J,  Railway  Terrace,  Hamsteels — Back-to-back  to  be 
converted  into  self-contained  property. 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  5,  Liddle  Street,  Cornsay  Colliery — To  be  closed 
and  demolished. 

11-12,  Cowsley  Cottages,  Cornsay — To  be  closed  and  demolished. 

1-4,  College  View,  Cornsay  Colliery — To  be  closed  and  demol¬ 
ished. 

Travellers  Rest,  Satley — To  be  closed  permanently  when 
vacated  by  present  tenant. 

3,  Stoney  Heap,  Greencroft— To  be  closed  permanently  when 
vacated  by  present  tenant. 
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Housing — General. 

It  was  noticeable  that  there  was  a  continuance  of  building 
licence  applications  to  improve  much  sound  property  by  providing 
those  amenities  so  often  found  to  be  lacking  in  houses  built  more 
than  30  years  ago.  These  related  chiefly  to  provision  of  more 
economical  types  of  ranges,  hot  and  cold  water  supply  and  bath¬ 
room  facilities,  and  is  an  intention  we  welcome  as  gradually  it  is 
building  up  the  total  of  houses  of  the  standard  we  desire  and  aim 
for.  There  is  so  much  property  in  this  sound  category  that  the 
opinion  is  advanced  that  if  a  large  scale  scheme  for  such  improve¬ 
ment  was  propagated,  the  overwhelming  application  for  local 
authority  houses  would  diminish,  since  there  is  ample  evidence  that 
many  applications  are  based  solely  upon  the  very  natural  desire 
for  the  stated  amenities,  which  to  a  large  extent,  are  the  only  ones 
absent  from  so  many  of  the  sound  category  houses  now  occupied. 

In  summary,  this  aspect  of  improvement  was  that  22  houses 
had  bathrooms  provided,  and  with  this  17  had  hot  and  cold  water 
supplies  provided  and  18  had  new  ranges  installed. 

Civil  Building  Control. 

The  raising  of  the  free  limit  of  expenditure  without  licence 
certainly  reduced  the  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year, 
the  number  being  39.  The  total  expenditure  of  £12,786  was  slightly 
in  excess  of  the  total  for  the  previous  year. 

Overcrowding. 

We  have  no  true  picture  of  the  actual  amount  of  overcrowding 
existing  in  the  area,  but,  there  are  sufficient  cases  to  give  rise  to 
disquiet.  Admittedly  the  cases  of  overcrowding  are  varied,  but  as 
individual  families,  each  are  trying  to  solve  their  own  particular 
problem  which  basically  rests  upon  the  need  of  a  home  of  their  own, 
adequate  for  convenience  and  decency,  and  just  as  important,  the 
privacy  of  family  life.  The  impact  of  overcrowding  seriously 
involves  the  children  in  many  ways  in  a  wrong  surrounding,  and, 
as  the  future  citizens,  there  is  a  very  real  danger  that  wrong  ideas 
are  implanted  in  early  life  which  can  come  to  regrettable  fruition 
in  the  future. 
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lentil  the  position  becomes  easier  the  fullest  use  of  local  auth¬ 
ority  housing  accommodation  should  be  made,  even  by  movement 
of  tenants  not  fully  occupying  the  larger  type  of  houses  now  that 
their  families  have  decreased  through  normal  circumstances,  and 
their  available  accommodation  is  in  considerable  excess  of  their 
needs. 


Tenancy  Changes. 

Pursuant  to  the  usual  policy,  153  inspections  of  the  condition 
of  the  homes  of  prospective  Council  house  tenants  were  carried  out, 
and  this  revealed  the  need  for  9  cases  of  disinfestation  of  furnishings, 
etc. 


This  prudent  policy  over  the  last  15  years  must  have  avoided 
considerable  expense  in  Council  house  disinfestation  and  is  a  useful 
preliminary  reminder  to  a  tenant  as  to  what  is  expected  of  him  or  her 
as  a  Council  house  tenant. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

There  was  some  change  in  the  number  or  circumstances  of  the 
factories  in  the  area,  the  bulk  of  which  are  of  the  small  personnel 
unit  type. 


Of  the  larger  units,  with  closing  of  Malton  Bye-product  plant, 
the  benzol  recovery  plant  closed  down,  while,  the  smelt  mills  at 
Castleside  were  closed  on  10th  August,  1949,  as  per  the  notice  of  His 
Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories. 
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The  main  facts  relative  to  this  phase  of  our  work  is  as 
follows  : — 


Trade. 

With 

Power. 

Without 

Power. 

Total. 

Agricultural  Contractor 

1 

— 

1 

Bakeries  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Blacksmiths 

2 

— 

2 

Benzol  Recovery 

1 

— 

1 

Boot  Repairers  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Brick  and  Pipe  Works  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Builders  Yards  ... 

- — ■ 

7 

7 

Clothing  Manufacture  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Cosmetics  Manufacture... 

1 

— 

1 

Ice-Cream  Manufacture 

2 

■ — - 

2 

Joiners  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Motor  Repairers. . . 

2 

9 

11 

Paint  Mixing 

— 

3 

3 

Printing  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Potato  Crisps 

1 

— 

1 

Sausage  Makers 

9 

— 

9 

Sawmills  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Tailoring 

— 

2 

2 

31 

26 

57 

INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 


Number  of  : 

Premises. 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections. 

Notices. 

Prosecuted. 

Factories 

62 

1 

— 

Total 

62 

1 

— 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES. 


Number  of  defects. 


Particulars 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

Prosecutions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

— 

— 

SHOPS  ACT. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  in  this  matter  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

As  from  1st  May,  the  direct  labour  scheme  was  extended  to 
include  Langley  Park  and  Esh  Colliery  districts,  thus  terminating 
three  district  contracts  and  bringing  approximately  a  further 
1,300  premises  into  the  scheme. 

For  convenience  the  Langley  Park  depot  was  established  to 
reduce  non-productive  travelling  distance  which  would  be  involved  ' 
if  the  Southern  part  of  the  area  was  operated  from  the  Lanchester 
depot. 

There  only  remain  four  contract  districts  now,  i.e.,  Cornsay 
Village  area,  Satley,  Waskerley  and  part  of  Rowley,  and  from  a 
review  of  the  new  district  at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  may  prove 
possible  to  include  more  of  the  contract  districts  next  year. 
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There  was  an  increase  of  1/2 Jd.  in  the  annual  cost  per  house 
to  30/5|d.,  but  purchases  of  spares  into  stock  and  storesre  presented 
l/3d.  per  house,  while  a  retrospective  drivers  increased  wage  award 
accounted  for  a  further  3d.  per  house. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  truck  units  has  enabled  more 
calls  to  be  made  so  that  the  work  has  been  carried  out  with  little 
or  no  complaint  of  any  serious  moment. 

There  is  still  evidence  of  much  low  grade  domestic  fuel  being 
in  use,  Avith  the  heaviest  yields  in  those  parts  of  the  area  where 
householders  have  a  coal  allowance  as  an  occupational  concession. 
As  has  been  mentioned  before,  better  grade  fuel  used  with  more 
economical  type  ranges  would  greatly  reduce  the  weight  of  refuse 
required  to  be  removed,  and  this  in  turn  would  reduce  tipping 
space  problems. 


Ash-bin  Renewal  Scheme. 

This  scheme  of  maintaining  that  ash-bins  are  kept  in  efficient 
order  by  supplying  standard  bins  to  owners  at  approximate  cost, 
has  been  continued,  55  new  bins  were  supplied  during  the  year. 


Rodent  Control. 

Thei  ‘e  was  another  fairly  busy  year  dealing  with  infestations, 
the  larger  schemes  being  concerned  with  four  sewage  works  and  the 
first  stage  of  the  routine  annual  sewer  treatment  scheme. 

In  priyate  properties  13  cases  of  rat  infestation  were  dealt 
with,  while  in  the  case  of  a  house  and  a  school  canteen,  mice  infesta¬ 
tions  were  the  trouble. 

A  study  of  the  estimated  kill  as  revealed  by  the  tabulated 
summary  of  the  year’s  work  indicates  to  what  considerable  extent 
the  rat  menace  could  develop  if  allowed  to  go  unchecked. 
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No  of  Points 
Baited 

Poison 

Takes. 

Est. 

Kill. 

P.B. 

P.B. 

P. 

W’t 

(ozs.) 

C. 

I 

P. 

NT. 

Cornsay  Colliery  Sewage  Works. . . 

35 

— 

35 

30 

— 

12 

23 

75 

Hamsteels  Sewage  Works 

6 

- — • 

6 

6 

— 

3 

3 

15 

Langley  Park  Sewage  Works  ... 

40 

— • 

40 

32 

1 

14 

25 

80 

Castleside  Refuse  Tip 

6 

6 

6 

15 

— 

5 

1 

37 

Waskerley  Village 

34 

34 

34 

55 

4 

13 

17 

137 

School  Canteen  ...  ...  (M) 

M 

ice. 

Tra 

ppe 

d 

2 

Gillow  Street,  Comsay  Colliery... 

5 

5 

3 

4 

2 

1 

10 

Cornsay  Colliery  Sewage  Works. . . 

4 

4 

2 

5 

— 

1 

1 

12 

Newbiggen  Lane,  Lanchester  ... 

7 

— 

7 

20 

2 

— 

5 

.50 

Alderdene  &  Newbiggen  Lane, 

Lanchester  ... 

2 

2 

2 

8 

— 

2 

— 

20 

Langley  Park  Housing  Estate  ... 

In 

spec 

tion 

for  mic 

e. 

— 

Square  House,  Quebec  ... 

10 

10 

8 

14 

— 

5 

3 

35 

Oran,  Castleside  ... 

11 

11 

9 

10 

— 

5 

4 

25 

Woodlands  Park,  Knitsley 

21 

21 

21 

30 

3 

4 

14 

75 

Chiney  Hall  Farm,  Rowley 

8 

8 

6 

9 

1 

1 

4 

22 

Forest  Lodge,  Knitsley  (1st 

treatment)  ... 

28 

28 

28 

48 

— 

15 

13 

120 

Forest  Lodge,  Knitsley  (2nd 

treatment)  ... 

14 

14 

10 

6 

— 

3 

7 

15 

1 ,  Greta  Place,  Lanchester 

5 

5 

5 

8 

1 

— 

4 

20 

Police  Station,  Lanchester  (M) 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

36/37,  Quebec  Street,  Langley 

•••  •••  ••• 

20 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

Sewer  Treatment  1st  Stage 

531 

531 

515 

747 

20 

177 

318 

1865 

Total  estimated  number  of  rats  killed 


Code  : — 

P.B.  — 
C.  — 
P.  — 
N.T.  — 
(M)  — 


Prebait. 
Complete  take. 
Partial  take. 

No  take. 

Mice  infestation. 


Rats  killed — based  on  estimate  of  5  rats  per  2  ozs. 
of  poison  bait  taken. 


Milk  Supply. 

With  the  advent  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949, 
which  becomes  operative  on  1st  October,  1949,  milk  production 
now  passes  over  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  represented  locally  by  County  Committees.  The 
only  saving  is  in  the  case  of  infection  of  milk  when  the  district 
medical  officer  of  health  is  to  be  consulted. 
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It  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  see  this  work  go  from  local  authorities 
after  so  much  persuasive  effort  had  been  put  into  ensuring  that  the 
production  of  milk  was  carried  out  under  hygeinic  circumstances, 
and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  war,  there  would  have  been  a  consider¬ 
able  advance  towards  ensuring  that  the  circumstances  of  production 
were  satisfactory  so  far  as  this  area  was  concerned.  In  the  past 
it  was  possible  through  sampling  and  direct  contacts  to  have  a  fair 
idea  of  the  quality  of  milk  produced  in  the  area,  whereas  now  this 
information  is  not  available  as  sampling  is  the  province  of  other 
departments. 

Our  duties  are  now  confined  to  retailers  with  the  very  doubtful 
exception  of  the  producer/retailer,  who,  although  a  retailer,  is  not 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  authorit^q  such  anomaly 
having  already  produced  adverse  comment,  in  that  many  of  these 
producer /retailers  continue  to  retail  undesignated  raw  milk  from 
door  to  door  from  cans,  a  position  which  has  no  place  in  these  days 
with  sealed  bottling  as  the  accepted  practice. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

As  the  area  meat  supply  continues  to  be  issued  from  the  Consett 
Area  Slaughterhouse,  the  bulk  of  inspections  have  been  confined  to 
foods  at  distributive  premises,  and  the  result  of  such  inspections 
are  tabulated  herewith. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR 

HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


Commodity. 

No. 

Cause. 

Weight. 

(lbs.) 

Frozen  Beef 

Moulds  and  fusted 

371 

Sirloin  ... 

— 

Decomposition 

63 

Brisket 

— 

do. 

26 

Top-side 

— 

do. 

52 

Frozen  Lamb  ... 

— 

Moulds  and  fusted 

28 

1  set  pigs  lungs 

— 

Strongylus  paradoxus 

Sausage  . 

Sour  and  mouldy 

17 

Pork  Brawn 

Decomposition  due  to  bone  taint 

31 

Bacon  ... 

— 

Rancid 

I02i 

Tinned  Meats 

45 

Decomposition,  blown  and  leaky 
tins 

57 

Cod  Fillets 

— 

Staleness  ... 

14 

Tinned  Fish 

8 

Punctured  and  blown  tins 

Tinned  Vegetables 

69 

Blown,  punctured  &  leaky  tins... 

951 

Tinned  Milks  ... 

34 

Blown,  punctured  &  leaky  tins... 

34f 

Jars  of  Jam 

9 

Fermentation  &  broken  contain¬ 
ers 

9 

Tinned  Fruits  ... 

24 

Rusted,  blown  &  punctured  tins 

27 

Pickles  &  Sauces 

21 

Imperfectly  sealed  and  sour 

13 

Sponge  Puddings 

205 

Mouldy 

205 

Flour  ... 

— 

Fouled  with  mice  excreta 

140 

Butter  ...  ... 

— 

Rancid,  mouldy  &  discoloured  . . . 

21 

Margarine 

— 

Rancid  and  discoloured 

38 

Sweetphat 

— 

Rancid 

41 

Cheese  ... 

Unsaleable  due  to  highly  offen¬ 
sive  smell 

21 

Total 

415 

i 

1050f 

Clean  Food  Production. 

In  order  to  have  the  co-operation  of  the  various  trades  by 
voluntarily  adopting  a  code  of  clean  practice  in  the  handling  of 
food,  an  inaugural  meeting  of  traders  was  held  in  December,  and 
the  preliminaries  of  a  Food  Traders  Guild  were  discussed  and 
accepted.  When  this  scheme  is  fully  operative,  then,  together 
with  the  impending  new  Bye-laws  to  be  adopted  concerning  the 
handling  of  food,  considerable  progress  is  expected  in  this  important 
aspect  of  hygiene. 

Unfortunately  the  most  badly  treated  of  foods,  our  bread, 
has  not  been  made  the  subject  of  compulsory  wrapping,  and  until 
a  date  is  fixed  for  this  necessary  procedure  there  appears  little 
hope  of  the  pre-war  practice  of  at  least  the  larger  bakeries,  re¬ 
commencing  this  desirable  practice. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...j 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Enteric  &  Paratyphoid 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

Polio-Myelitis... 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  was  a  total  of  366  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
during  1949,  compared  with  368  in  1948.  These  figures  do  not 
include  notification  of  cases  of  tuberculosis.  244  of  these  notifica¬ 
tions  were  due  to  measles,  whilst  scarlet  fever  and  whooping  cough 
accounted  for  a  further  101.  This  is  the  second  highest  total  of 
notifications  for  some  years.  The  table  on  page  32  shows  the  number 
of  cases  notified  and  the  number  admitted  to  an  isolation  hospital 
or  already  in  an  institution  and  covers  a  period  of  the  last  ten  years. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Fifty-nine  notifications  were  received  in  1 949  compared  with 
90  in  1948.  Fifty-eight  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  isolation 
hospitals  and  the  remainder  treated  at  home  without  any  untoward 
results.  The  cases  were  generally  of  a  mild  type  and  free  from 
severe  complications.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  4  notifications  of  this  disease  during  the  year  under 
review,  which  subsequently  turned  out  to  be  cases  of  tonsillitis,  so 
there  was  1  true  case  of  diphtheria  during  1949.  This  is  a  very 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  to  record,  and  credit  must  be  given  to 
the  immunised  state  of  the  child  population.  The  following  table 
gives  the  number  of  cases  and  deaths  since  1932  : — 


Year. 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

Cases 

Notified  ... 

16 

26 

63 

48 

66 

91 

60 

7 

5 

Deaths 

2 

4 

8 

10 

5 

12 

4 

— 

— 
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Year. 

1941 

1942 

194,3 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Cases 

Notified  . . . 

12 

10 

14 

11 

3 

5 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths 

0 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

It  will  be  noted  that  immunisation  commenced  in  1938  and 
since  that  year  there  has  only  been  1  death  which  was  in  a  non- 
immunised  child. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  transferred  the  responsibility 
for  this  from  the  Rural  District  Council  to  the  local  health  authority 
(Durham  County  Council).  The  work  can  now  be  undertaken  by 
private  practitioners  as  well  as  public  health  officers.  We  have  no 
record  of  the  work  done  by  all  private  practitioners.  So  far  as  we 
can  ascertain  the  adjusted  figures  at  the  end  of  1948  were  : — 

Children  under  5  years  of  age  who  received  two 

doses  of  A. P.T.  during  1948  ...  ...  151 

Children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  who 

received  two  doses  of  A.P.T.  during  1948  7 

In  addition  37  children  received  a  reinforcing  dose  during  the 
year. 

The  following  are  the  corrected  percentages  of  immunised 
children  in  your  area  at  the  end  of  1948  ; — 

Under  5  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  49. 1  % 

5  to  15  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  62.5% 

Strong  efforts  are  being  made  to  increase  the  percentage  in  the 
lower  age  group. 
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Measles. 

This  disease  was  again  epidemic  during  1949  and  244  cases  were 
notified.  This  is  the  third  year  in  succession  we  have  had  high 
notification  figures.  There  was  no  deaths  from  this  disease  and  1 
case  was  admitted  to  isolation  hospital  because  of  complications. 
On  the  whole  the  disease  appears  to  have  been  of  a  mild  type. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  42  cases  notified  in  1949  compared  with  67  lastyear. 
There  were  no  deaths. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  new  notifications  during  1949  was  15.  The 
following  table  gives  the  position  over  the  last  10  years  : — 


Year. 

Total 

Noti¬ 

fica¬ 

tions. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Deaths. 

Recovered 

Removed 

from 

Area. 

1940 

11 

7 

4 

7 

2 

— 

1941 

24 

15 

9 

5 

— 

2 

1942 

15 

10 

5 

6 

5 

4 

1943 

15 

10 

5 

4 

4 

7 

1944 

14 

4 

10 

4 

3 

2 

1945 

24 

14 

10 

8 

8 

3 

1946 

13 

10 

3 

7 

1 

5 

1947 

21 

12 

9 

4 

6 

5 

1948 

20 

15 

5 

7 

— 

1 

1949 

15 

11 

4 

4 

— 

3 

The  state  of  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  1940  was  48 
pulmonary  and  39  non-pulmonary  cases,  and  at  the  end  of  1949 
the  corresponding  figures  were  52  and  42. 

2  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year  on  priority  grounds — 
a  member  of  each  family  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
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